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ALBANY HEALTH SERVICES 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.02 pm]: I rise to update the house on the McGowan 
government’s commitment to deliver a radiation oncology service to Albany and people in the great southern. I am 
pleased to announce that the $13.1 million Albany radiation oncology project is progressing, with BGC Construction 
Pty Ltd being awarded the contract for the forward works package. On-the-ground work will begin next month, 
generating 50 local jobs for the great southern region. The current project program indicates that BGC Construction 
should meet practical completion of the forward works before the end of the financial year. This vital step means 
that the linac suite can be safely housed to protect patients, visitors and staff from radiation. The project will also 
see improvements to parking, with 67 more parking bays, and improved vehicle access at Albany Health Campus. 
It will also include vital site preparations. Cancer is the leading cause of disease burden in WA and, when it is 
operational, this service annually will save 300 cancer patients in the great southern from having to make the long 
trip to Perth or Bunbury for regular radiotherapy. 
A number of other new health services have been set up in Albany in recent years, including a permanent breast 
screening clinic to replace the mobile service, with the new clinic becoming operational early next year, and a pilot 
of a visiting public neurology service. A new needle syringe exchange service has been set up in the great southern 
to minimise the risk of bloodborne viruses among injecting drug users. Also, the six-bed step-up, step-down 
community mental health service opened in Albany in late 2018, which is the very first step-up, step-down in 
regional Western Australia. The Albany radiation oncology project aligns with the WA Country Health Service’s 
cancer strategy 2017–22 and is expected to be up and running in the second half of 2022. 
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